Whither August Monday?

A Reflection on Our British Heritage, Pan Africanism & Development
By

Gabriel J. Christian

As the summer of 2007 advances another August Mdndgmancipation Day -
beckons. Regrettably, very little effort is madmvadays to appreciate the roots of the
holiday. Instead, more time is given to picnicsnking and dancing over any attention to
Pan Africanism, emancipation of Africans or theerof our British heritage in our
forward march. Such reflection was inspired by dnad of Marcus Garvey in full

regalia which | pored over recently.

When one looks at the sepia tinted photos of aommiéd Marcus Garvéythe pre-
eminent Pan Africanist of the modern era, oneriscktby the stark resemblance to the
British governors he would have seen, or readwind his Jamaican childhood. With
his plumed and cocked beaver hat, ivory handledgwoedals, and Sam Brown belt; he
wore the accoutrement of a British Empire from wdhbssom his formative ideas were
derived. A dignified man, proud of his African asty, Garvey nonetheless adopted a
discourse grounded in the hierarchy he would haenlaught as a child; that of
"nobility” - knights of the Nile, dukes of the Nigand Uganda; knights of Ethiopia,
duchesses, etc. In essence, Garvey’s philosopteicgdlate owed more to his British

heritage, as any memory of Africa and African otigation, philosophy, hierarchy and

! Emancipation Day is widely celebrated as a national holiday thraughhe English-speaking Caribbean
or British West Indies on the first Monday in Augu#t celebrates the Emancipation of slaves in the
British Empire on August 1, 1834. Britain was thistfmajor Western power to abolish slavery. For a
period during the 1789 French revolution — insplgdts mottoLiberte Egalite Fraternite - slavery was
abolished in its Caribbean possessions. Howevancerreturned to the slave system once Napoleon
Bonapart became Emperor. Denmark — a minor Europewer - abolished slavery in 1792.

?Marcus Mosiah Garvey (1887-1940) was the founder and leader of the étsid Negro Improvement
Association (UNIA). He became the first African-Arivan leader in American history to organize masses
of people in a Pan African political movement.



heritage would have been lost in the cruel Middiegag&and the hundreds of years of

colonialism and slavery visited on those in the Anas of African descent.

It must be noted that British nationalism rosetscapex during the Victorian era. Many
non-Europeans were affected and/or inspired [spitie in ways unexpected. It was
during that era that that many of the early Pamcafrists were born. Men like Henry
Sylvester William§, the Trinidadian barrister who organized the fitan African
Congress in London in 1900, was born in 1869. Ndwéidadian Pan Africanist George
Padmore was born in 1902; Garvey was born in 1B87W.E.B. Dubois, himself of
Caribbean heritage (his father was Haitian) was i 868. The late 1890s was a time
of rising nationalism, and black resentment atdégradation of Africa and its carving-
up by European powers during the Berlin Confereafd&384-85. Dominican nationalists
such a J.B. Charles, George James Christ@aA. Rawle and J.R. Ralph Casimir were

all born during the Victorian era, or warmed bydtabers, sufficient to have been

®The "Middle Passagé was the journey of slave trading ships from trestrcoast of Africa, where the
slaves were obtained, across the Atlantic, whexgwrere sold or, in some cases, traded for goatdsas
molasses, which was used in the making of rum. Wewehis voyage has come to be remembered for
much more than simply the transport and sale véslar he Middle Passage was the longest, hardest, m
dangerous, and also most horrific part of the jeyiof the slave ships to the Western colonieseériNaw
World.

*Henry Sylvester Williams (1869-1911) was a prominent Trinidadian barristethe late 19th and early
20th century. Most notably, Mr. Sylvester Williamras known for his involvement in the Pan African
Movement. Arriving in Britain in 1896, Trinidadidtenry Sylvester Williams formed the African
Association which was to challenge paternalismisma@nd imperialism. Sylvester Williams stated that
“the time has come when the voice of Blackmen shbalheard independently in their own affairs." He
studied for the bar at Grays Inn and together RithW/.E.B Dubois, Dominican attorney George James
Christian and others organized the first Pan Afri€anference in Lodnon from July 23-25, 1900.

® George James Christian(1869-1940) was born in the village of Delicesnfiwica on February 23,
1869, to an Antiguan solicitor. Christian receiveslearly schooling in Dominica and at the Mico
Teacher’s Training College. He spent his earlygssibnal life in Dominica as a school teacher leefor
been admitted to Gray's Inn London in 1899 to peralaw degree. While at Gray's Inn, he particihate
the 1900 Pan African Conference — the first ofiitel - organized by Trinidadian barrister Henryn@&gter
Williams of the Africa Association. During the cenénce he led a discussion on the theme “Organized
Plunder and Human Progress Have Made Our Race Battiefield”, where he exhibited a depth of
knowledge and understanding on the issues of slavel the continuing domination and exploitation of
African States by the colonization process. Hagragluated from Gray's Inn and called to the bahome
11,1902, He became Liberian Consul to Ghanaaandmber of the Gold Coast legislature. He died in
the Gold Coastin 1940. Séeorge James Christian: Pioneer in Afriday Dr. Thomson Fontaine of
www.thedominican.net




inspired to claim a sense of equality and humamihich racial prejudice had denied
them. These early Pan Africanist provided a baséh likes of Dr. Edward ScoBje
Dr. Walter Rodney, Prime Minister Roosevelt “Rodi®juglas and others who came

later.

In reviewing the historical record one finds thatmy of the Pan Africanists, or leaders
who inspired black empowerment in the Caribbdgad a relationship to British military
heritage or were grounded in its most advancedladtop. For instance, in 1918, the
British West Indian Regiment (BWIR) soldiers whotmied at Taranto, Italy over the
racist treatment meted out to them by some of tiféaers, formed the Caribbean
League to “struggle for Caribbean independencethadights of the black marf.’At

the onset of World War | in 1914, the West Indiatdgers had enlisted to fight and die
for “king and country” amidst much patriotic zedlheir military bearing, aroused
nationalist perspective, and method of organizatied much to the military British

culture of which they believed they belonged. Whesy confronted racism, their

®Dr. Edward Vivian Scobie (1918-1996) was born in the Commonwealth of Doaaina former British
colony. As a working journalist in London, Scobiecame a correspondent for the Chicago Defender and
for Ebony and Jet magazines. He enlisted to ghe/British cause during World War Il, servingliet

Royal Air Force as a pilot officer. After the wae contributed to many London newspapers, magazines
and the wire services, and became a frequent basei@and scriptwriter for radio and televisiomorf

1961 to 1963 he edited Flamingo, a monthly magazirteished in London for African people in Britain,
Africa and the Caribbean. Scobie was twice thedviaf Roseau, capital of Dominica, and vice-praside

of the Dominica Freedom Party. Edward Scobie wageBsor Emeritus of History, Black Studies
Department, City College of New York. Previoudly, Scobie taught at Princeton and Rutgers
Universities. He authoreBlack Brittania andThe Global African Experience

” On December 6, 1918, the West India regiment at Tanto, Italy revolted. Fully assimilated to British
ways, they had marched into Taranto singing "RulaBnia, Britannia rule the waves" only to be sliort

by British soldiers that the song was not for saglthem to sing. The West India regiment, scorned a
humiliated, decided to take it no more. They "mutisly” refused to work. Shootings and bombings
occurred. The Worcestershire Regiment had to lpatiiked to restore order. But on December 17, some
fifty or more West Indian sergeants met and formedrganization with an astonishingly simple naiine.
was called "The Caribbean League". The League, mpde sergeants from British Guiana in the Soath t
the Bahamas in the North, demanded self-deterraimé&di the Caribbean. “The West Indies should have
freedom and govern itself’ they declared. The CGseén League pledged to organize a general strike
throughout the sub-region when they got back h@eeThe Making of Caribbean Philosophiy

Leonard Tim Hector, the May 29, 1998 editiorFaih the Flame



military training and organizational wherewithabspened their resistantéater, many
of the BWIR veterans became leaders in Garvey' vé&fsal Negro Improvement
Association; the most formidable international &ém organization, to date. In 1932,
UNIA organizer J.R. Ralph Casimir was the secretahe Caribbean Conference held
in Dominica. That conference aimed at the samectibgs sought by the Caribbean
League formed by the BWIR soldiers at Taranto in8,90 include universal adult
suffrage and an end to Crown Colony rule. In atphiaken of the attendees who
represented most of the Caribbean, a stern facpthi@aArthur Cipriani is shown in the
front row at center. Cipriani, a white Trinidadiand a leader in the BWIR during World
War |, had returned to Trinidad and formed the ifiédl Workingman’s Association and
the Trinidad Labour Party-a socialist group. Despits class and racial origins, he had
thrown himself into the struggles for racial justiand the uplift of the black working
class in Trinidad. Legendary trade union leadebdl Uriah “Buzz” Butlet was also a

& Not only did the BWIR men flock to the UNIA in Danica. The same could be said of their comrades in
British Honduras, Trinidad and Jamaica who addeil teadership and organizational skill to the UNIA
In 1936 the Jamaica Workers and Transport UnionTdyWvas formed with many of its members being
BWIR men. The founders of this historic institutiowere Hugh Clifford Buchanan, a Marxist inclined
mason by trade, who became the General Secrettiry ahion, ané\.G.S. Coombswho was born in St.
Ann, Jamaica in 1901. (See Arnold Bertram’s Ma2dQ6 article in the Jamaica Gleaner). Coombs
described himself as "a peasant of low birth, wéhy limited education and a very poor man." Heagr
first in the Jamaica Constabulary Force and latdihie West India Regiment where he rose to the oénk
Lance Corporal before he left in 1927. Another Réitanist was the colourfubt. William Grant, a
militant Garveyite who attracted public attentianeestreet corner orator dressed in the full mylitagalia

of the Universal Negro Improvement Association'se&h Legion. Grant had served in World War | with
the BWIR then traveled to New York where he joitieel UNIA. Grant was a leader of the 1938 workers
uprising in Jamaica, alongside Alexander Bustamante

° Tubal Uriah 'Buzz' Butler, also called 'SupremeeEBiervant,' was a Grenadian. Born in Grenada,
Bluggo Cottage, on 21 January 1897, Butler wagdaitiring a time when the sugar industry was ilin
His family moved when Butler was a small child toGeorge's where his father set up in his trade at
blacksmith shop. Because his father was the saftSh George's Anglican Chapel, free tuition wiagiy

to Butler to attend St. George's Anglican Schaokducational institution in Grenada with high reggion.
After Butler had finished primary grades at ageth8,family had no funds for further schooling. But

ran up against the unspoken rules of the Grenadieial structure in St. George's. He could finawook

or means for further education. The First World Was looming on the horizon. At 17 years old, Butle
told military officials he was 20 years old. He Aew a volunteer in the First Contingent of theighit

West India Regiment. Butler served in the Britigtmé from 1914-1918, stationed in Egypt. He returned
to Grenada in 1918 at the age of 21 whereuponrheefbthe Grenada Representative Government
Movement [calling for universal adult franchisefathe Grenada Union of Returned Soldiers [seeking
benefits and employment]. Returning soldiers wiked ebout the lack of jobs and their resultingiclidty

to find means of subsistence. In 1920 the capitgt.cGeorge's was almost destroyed by fire. Scawe h
attributed the arson to the wrath of the returrsolgliers. Butler also became associated with Marcu
Garvey and his Universal Negro Improvement AssicigiJNIA). Grenadian authorities blamed fires on
the teachings of Garvey. From November 1927 untgust 1940 there was a UNIA chapter in Grenada.



British West Indian Regiment soldier and World Waeteran. Upon his return form the
war he became an early protégé of Cipriani. Bugledrly union activities built a solid
backing among Trinidad’s oil workers and made fansnAfrican descended
Trinidadians to access a better quality of lifgpr@ini and Butler’s efforts are commonly
seen as precursors to Trinidad’s independence meneled by Dr. Eric William® in

the 1950s. In Jamaica, British Army World War teran Norman Washington Manfgy

'Man's rise to greatness,' a famous speech dalivsr&arcus Garveyin 1937, at the Queen's Park
Pavilion in St. George's, may have been heard ItigBuHe launched his party 27 July 1936, calles t
British Empire Workers' [BEW] and Citizen's Homel&Rarty .On 19 June 1937 the oil workers went on
strike action at Fyzabad. Butler disappeared, tirsong “"Where Was Butler?" by Calypsonian Alilee
Hun told everyone about this 'mystery’. In a cowblgays, the action expanded into an all-islanckens
strike. Butler was finally arrested on Septemberi®@37, tried for sedition and sentenced for twargyeHe
was released in May 1939 and again detained ond®@mber 1939 for a 5-year term in prison as a
security risk. Released in 1945, Butler led strike5946 and ran for political office in 1950. Aecding to
writer Raffique Shah, "For Butler, race did notstin his mind." In Shah's view: "What Butler did i
1948—qive up his stomping ground in St. Patricki®friend [Timothy] Roodal, and choosing instead t
do battle against the powerful [Albert] Port of 8paspoke volumes about the Chief Servant's viethef
'race’ question." Butler lost the election to Gongler died in Trinidad on Carnival Sunday 20th
February, 1977. (Source: The Grenada revolutioménl

Dr. Eric Eustace Williams (September 25, 1911 — March 29, 1981) was theFfiie Minister of
Trinidad and Tobago. Williams was born the son imfancivil servant, but his mother was a descendént
the French Creole elite. He was educated at QuRenal College in Port of Spain, where he excedied
academics and football. He won an island scholaiish1 932 which allowed him to attend Oxford
University where he received his doctorate in 1988liams was in part inspired by C.L.R. James and
other Pan Africanists of the period who he metandon and Washington, D.C., and his doctoral thesis
titted The Economic Aspect of the West Indian Slave TaadeSlaveryowed much to the influence of
James'T he Black Jacobingl938). His thesis formed the basis of his mosilrie book , now considered a
classic in economic historgapitalism and SlavenHe also authored fro@olumbus to Castrcamong
other works. Arguably, he is the most eminent Erhaf modern Caribbean and Pan African nationalism
in that his scholarship chipped away at the mytivhife supremacy. Williams achievements brought
pride to West Indians and he brought African anst Bedian Trinidadians to political power in Triraidl
However, he was a gradualist and not a politicaltgionary. In the 1970s he was to come in focmu
criticism from Black Power movement advocates whlieled he had not given due regard to black
economic power and ownership of the means of pitaucr hey disregarded the need for balance which
he engaged in a society where East Indians aricbAf had to peacefully co-exist, or the enormous
nationalist political and intellectual space hd heeated for non-European and African peoples vigen
stated defiantly, “Massa Day Done.” He servedesdhof state from 1956 until his death in 1981.

" Hon. Norman Washington Manley Q.C was born in Jamaica on July 4, 1893, at Roxhyiran
Manchester. He attended Beckford and Smith HigtoSicind later Jamaica College where he
distinguished himself as a scholar and athlet&9h¥ he was awarded the Rhodes Scholarship to ©xfor
University. He interrupted his studies to serva asldier in the First World War and was decoraigh

the Military Medal for bravery in action. At Oxfotdniversity, he obtained the B.A. and B.C.L. degree
the latter with First Class Honours. He obtain€iass 1 in the Bar Examinations and was awarded a
Certificate of Honour. In the same year he wasddtan at Gray's Inn. He was called to the Bar onl Apr
21, 1921 0ne of the leading statesmen of his time, he waafGtinister of Jamaica from January 1955 to
July 1959, and was Premier of Jamaica from Jul®1t85April 1962. He was one of the architects ef th
Caribbean Federation and the Jamaican Indepen@enmcsitution. He died on September 2, 1969.



who was awarded the Military Medal for bravery, di$és skills as an attorney to
represent striking dock and agricultural workersmythe 1938 labour riots. He later
founded the socialist Peoples National Party. Wihieepurveyors of British nationalism
may never have intended it, that projection ofiBnitmartial bearing, pride of place and
honor, was imbibed by the most visionary and naolglecendants of Africa, who turned
it to their own ends.

The linkages between those who sought our freedutritee intellectual and military
structures of the British Empire are quite obvians profound. It is not to say that - left
to their own devices - African people would not @atruggled for freedom. Indeed,
Africans never submitted to the whip and were aargusly smoldering and revolting
against colonial tyranny in ways big and small.lfeatit is to admit that — for all its
brutality - the very sinew of the British Empire syaossessed of a degree of humanity
and opportunity which sped change for the sonsdaughters of Africd® Changes in
that empire in turn wrought changes in the Fresganish and Portuguese empires,
which benefited Africa and African descended peapie whole. It was for that reason
that these apostles of racial pride and/or Afrogeity had a distinct philosophical
imprint born of British pride and heritage; andadiéf in equality and “can do.”
Therefore, we must make a conscious effort to reansd credit that British heritage

when Pan Africanism is studied.

It was not by accident that the first Pan Africaon@erence took place in London either.

For while Britain had been a leader in colonial @xgion and slavery, the Anglo Saxon

2 The first organized white abolitionists of the readera to denounce slavery were Anglo Saxon Qsaker
who believed that all human beings were childreonaf God. The French philosophers of the Age of
Enlightenment were mostly anti-slavery and werentlost vocal of continental Europeans who disparaged
the trade in Africans. IRranceJacques Pierre Brissata supporter of the French Revolution, established
theSociété des Amis des Noj&ociety of the Friends of Blacks) in 1788, bus tiroup failed in its effort
against the slave trade. Despite its completedfskiccess, the French antislavery effort wasttiomgest

in continental Europe. However, their cause sawessmecess when slavery was abolished during the
French revolution. Sadly, that was short lived\apoleon Bonaparte — upon his rise to power - re-
imposed slavery in the Caribbean. Earlier, thathghSpanish prie@artolome Las Casas(1484-1566)
wrote against colonial brutality, his work did spur a movement of any significance. While Las €asa
has been called the Father of anti-imperialismatdracism, others take a more guarded or modest v

of his achievements. What there is little or ngdie about is that Las Casas was an early andediterg
advocate and activist for the rights of native pesp



culture was itself possessed of a radical demacs#iand as far back as Wat Tytéand
the Levellers movement. It was that spirit whialadred the existence of white
abolitionists such as William Wilberforc€homas ClarksarGranville SharpZachary
Macaulay Thomas Fowell Buxtorall of whom agitated for an end to the slave trade
slavery. Their efforts even penetrated populancalof the day and inspired the
abolitionists to craft the Wedgewood Cantésaid to be the first logo in history used to
publicize a campaign. History records no other-alatvery campaign in any other
country which took on so many forms in literatyseetry, popular crafts; protest rallies
and parliamentary meetings and mass action. Qftehe heat of the independence and
Pan African movement, many have sought to discaddoa deny any role for our British
heritage and how it has shaped our sense of huyramitational liberation ethic.
However, an honest re-appraisal of that Britistitage evinces that while it often
condoned, and was propelled by ideas of racialesupcy, there were those indigenous
to Britain or the Anglo Saxon tradition who opposeth a philosophy. In such
opposition, they were of transcendental servicaltmankind and expanded the
humanistic reach inherent to those who favor freedwer tyranny. Many, like John
Brown of Harpers Ferfy, were willing to commit their whole lives to thqality of all

BWalter Tyler, commonly known a#vat Tyler (died June 15, 1381) was the leader of the English
Peasants' Revolt of 1381. An egalitarian who rededigainst domination by feudal lords and oneraxss,
his philosophy is said to have guided the Leveberd those who ultimately founded the British Labou
Party. The Levellers (as in to treat everyone erbifisis of equality—as in a level playing fieldyeva

group of egalitarian English reformers mainly aetiluring the period from 1645 through 1649, who
originated many of the ideas that eventually begaroeisions of the U.S. Constitution, especially Bill

of Rights.

14 Josiah Wedgwood an innovative designer and pottery manufactutesse brand and company exists to
this day, reproduced the [Abolitionist] Society&sak depicting a slave in chains with the words "ot

a Man and a Brother?”, as a design on a cameo€hbaderm “Wedgewood Cameo) and gave hundreds
of these to the Society for distribution. These easbecame a popular fashion accessory and wealthy
ladies wore them on bracelets and in their halpihg to advertise the Abolitionist Society’s cargyato

end the slave trade. Some abolitionists were MBdtaay tried to persuade their fellow MPs to eihis't
horrid trade’.

1% John Brown (May 9, 1800 — December 2, 1859) was the firstavAmerican abolitionist to advocate
and practice insurrection as a means to the afvoliti slavery. Brown has been called "the most
controversial of all 19th-century Americans. Higeatpt in 1859 to start a liberation movement among
enslaved blacks in Harpers Ferry, Virginia, eléettithe nation, even though not a single slavevared
his call. He was tried for treason against theesié¥/irginia and hanged, but his behavior at tta t
seemed heroic to millions of Americans. His deatitely considered to have triggered the American
Civil War (1861-1865) during which President Abrahkincoln abolished slavery in the US (1863).


http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/hist/abolition/?section=abolitionists&page=macaulay
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/hist/abolition/?section=abolitionists&page=sharp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/hist/abolition/?section=abolitionists&page=clarkson
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/hist/abolition/?section=abolitionists&page=wilberforce
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/hist/abolition/?section=abolitionists&page=buxton

mankind. In that vein, many may not know thatti&national hymnThe Battle Hymn

of the Republicowes its melody to John Brown of Harpers Fétry.

Therefore there is no sense in creating fairy talgnd the rightful glory of the Ashanti
Kingdom or Timbuktu. Indeed that Timbuktu (so ofttgrided in Western popular
culture as some “dark faraway place”) was shiniagdon of learning when much of
Europe did not share its advances, needs be kn'dwoweverwhat is more important
is that we study, appreciate and emulate whateees the noble tools, methodologies
and institutions which made Britain great and tdwk West beyond those civilizations
they met and vanquished in Africa and other plagesl. that we do so, without treating

or making peace with the barbarism which wasetsiin our own kind. In so doing we

Indeed anti-slavery Union soldiers marched int¢léaingingJohn Brown's Body lies a mouldering in the
grave, but his soul keeps marching on.

' The words to thBattle Hymn of the Republicwere penned by Julia W. Howe in 1861. This hyms wa
born during the American civil war, when Howe \asita Union Army camp on the Potomac River near
Washington, D. C. She heard the soldiers singiagtimg “John Brown’s Body,” and was taken with the
strong marching beat. To Union soldiers “John BrewBody” was a favorite marching song as they went
into battle against the southern Confederatedssteltéch stood for slavery. She wrote the wordatne

day. Many believe that the Battle Hymn more colyazptures the liberty-loving ethic of the America
civilization than the US National Anthem. The Iagbd stanzas of the Battle Hymn read:

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born acibgssea,

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you amet

As He died to make men holy, let us live to make mdree;*
[originally ...let usdie to make men free]

While God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! While God is marching on.

He is coming like the glory of the morning on thave,

He is wisdom to the mighty, He is honor to the lerav

So the world shall be His footstool, and the soufarong His slave,*
Our God is marching on.

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Our God is marching on.

* Author’'s emphasis.

7 Timbuktu is a city in Tombouctou Region, Mali. It is honeethe prestigious Qur'anic Sankore
University and other madrasas, and was an inteliéend spiritual capital and centre for the prapiag
of Islam throughout Africa in the 15th and 16thteeies. It fell to Western conquest in thé"i@ntury.



should never be so ethnocentric or colored by pieguto deny British commercial
prowess, adminstrative efficiency, scientific depthle of law principles, institution
building and superior military organization, tastiand strategy. Or, indeed, British
humanity. In so doing, we emulate and honor thst imeour British heritage, wisely
dispensing with those discredited facets which sbt@deny the humanity of our

African origins.

As descendants of Africans or formerly colonizedges, we must accept that when
Western colonialists came we were not equippedsst—though fiercely resist we did.
We were mostly disunited by tribe and clan, whareszience and military capacity did
not match that of the cannon and musketry arragaghat our ancestors. Our nation-
state formation was mostly non-existent and soeshiéffort was lacking. As stated by

historian Daniel R. Headrick:

Each stage of imperialism involved certain key temlhgies: Thus the
gunboat, created for the East India Company, adgheeBritish victory in
the Opium War; quinine prophylaxis enable Eurpodarsirvive in
tropical Africa; and sophisticated weapons gaveopaans an
overwherlming advantage over Africans. Later, inyaid transportation
and communication systems-e.g. steamship linesnatibe cables, and
colonial railroads-consolidated economic exploitatof the colonies®

It was for that reason that Ethiopian Emperor Ménafl Showa focused on acquiring the
tools of European military superiority and learniffys march 1, 1896 defeat of the
Italians at the battle of Adowa proved that acigiois of European weapons and

organizational systems had to be a priority whedependence and progress was sought

and/or to be strengthenéedindeed Emperor Selassie, a founder of the Orgtiaizaf

'8 See generallyhe Tools of Empire — Technology and European Imjadism in the Nineteenth
Centuryby Daniel R. Headrick (Oxford University Press81%.

' The confrontation between Italy and Ethiopia ab¥d was a fundamental turning point in Ethiopian
history. At AdowaEmperor Menelik made good use of European rifles, cannon andsaetiich he had
acquired through skillful alliance building anddties. He actively courted Europeans who coulduaost
on and supply advanced weaponryaji colonial powers (Menelik is said to have Faench map
makers, tacticians and others teach his own) cadpetuse Menelik as a client to widen their spher®
the richer and historically impenetrable prizehs hinterland of northeast Africa. Menelik, awaf ¢he
inter-imperial rivalry, feigned special friendshigth each one to acquire such massive modern Earope
weaponry that by the mid 1880s he had transforrmeedrimy into one of the largest and strongesten th
region. Ethiopia’s victory is often compared to Japan'sahénumph over Russia at Tsushima in 1905.



African Unity which was headquartered in Ethiopiegpital Addis Ababa, sought out
British know how in bettering education and adntnaison to the benefit of his people.
He continued such modernization, to include thaldsthment of Air Ethiopia and the
Ethiopian pilot school in 1945 in partnership witle U.S. airline, Transworld Airlines
(TWA). Today Air Ethiopia is considered one of thest airlines in the world and its
training school educates most African pilots. Enop&elassie also unified warring tribes
and religious sects, established one of the mostemmouniversities in black Africa,
introduced a mint and national currency, and dgxatbEthiopia’s army into subsaharan
Africa’s most powerful for a considerable periodl. the while sending his best students

to mainly Western universities so as to have thetorn to develop Ethiopia.

Sadly, some in the Rastafarian movement, who egpBas Africanism, took a detour
away from such an embrace of science and univeusaless principles, when they
resorted to grass skirts and coconut shell kniwd®i70s Dominica. In other places some
who wear dreadlocks - as if they are Rastafardrae become associated with a
criminal dope peddling underclass which work aeligige to the noble principles true
admirers of Emperor Selassie espouse. Their statetable indignation at the evils of
colonialism and slavery caused them to reject mudation and learning, while
indulging in the mind-numbing abuse of marijuanpractice never promoted by
Emperor Selassie himself. Today the land grardrgby Emperor Selassie | to Africans
in the West at Shasham&hEthiopia is under threat of reclamation by theidgiian
governmment. While there are some farms, guestdsaisd schools at Shashamane, the

Though apparent to very few historians at the timese defeats were the beginning of the decline of
Europe as the center of world politics. This defdat colonial power and the ensuing recognition of
African sovereignty became rallying points for tadrican nationalists during their struggle for
decolonization.

“The 1935 ltalian invasion of Ethiopia did mavdgnite Pan-African sentiment than any other eirent
modern times. In the folklore of Africans in andside of Africa, Ethiopia was the bastion and syhdio
African freedom and independence. In the BiblecBdaread that Ethiopia was the land of Queen ob&he
and its Monarch represented a direct genealogfitatd the Solomonic and Davidic Throne. Ethiopasw
the sacred land that the Greek historian Homeranabout as the "land where the gods loved to Dee'
invasion and occupation of Ethiopia and exile ®&ibvereign sparked a tremendous mass movement of
international demonstration and support by Black€thiopia and its Emperor in the war of resis¢aric
1941, in gratitude for the support Africans in Yest, Emperor Selassie donated 500 acres laneé to th
African Diaspora. However, the vast majority ofggas who relocated to Shashamane were Rastafarians
from Jamaica. Seeww.shashamane.org
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level of industry and advanced productivity desibgdhe originators of the idea, has not
materialized. The grave concerns of the sustaiityabil the Shashamane project, the
only community of significance of repatriated Afits from the West in Africa, can be
gleaned from this internet posting by a Rastafaflatted “Shashamane Land Grant

Report” There is no date or author given for thecp from thevww.rastaites.com

website, which | quote in pertinent part:

“The key to the attainment of any Goal lies in Oabdity to learn to
direct One’s objectives towards clearly definedsadd to pursue them in
an orderly, rationale and co-ordinated fashion.”

I and | cannot complain, there are limited oppoitias in Shashamane,
but there is still scope for development. | an@éd to build a University
College, that would incorporate the highest lewdimtellectual pursuit
and research. There is immediate need for a higbad@nd Technical
College . A Herbal Research Centre, Oil Proceskiomries, for edible
oils, and Essentiual Oils. | and | need to buitdathes Manufacturing
factories, both in knitwear and textile. | and eddo get involved in
ceramics, similarly full fledged food processingmis will also have to be
set up....The Clinic that has been started must betzied. These are the
objective Realities that can sustain economic ktgland ensure
employment for | and | people .. The highest lewdldiplomatic ability
has to be activated to negotiate | and | Selvesutin the corridors of the
Systczalm, I and | cannot be dumb or lacking, the TRAL& must be over.
(sic):

The poignant call by “l and I” speaks great trusl®ut the need for industry and the
imperative of going beyond “talking.” However, Hees not honestly state why the
returnees have not fared well. While the nativesgovernment in the Shashamane area
may be less welcoming in the post-Selassie erat ndhge the Rastafarians of the
Shashamane settlement done? Have they alliedwsitbrically black colleges in the
United States, or elsewhere, or other non-Ra#aféfricans in the Diaspora to make
Shashamane a beacon for progress? The institigourght above can be built in any
Rastafarian or African community in the West; oveed not wait for repatriation to do

so. There is no need for delay. Indeed, to stadrever one resides is a good practice in

which to engage, before the journey to Africa comoes. The Irish, Jewish, Korean and

L Online research reveals that missive may have tsgart byDesmond “Ras Kabinda” Trotter, the
well known Dominican black power activist of the71&.
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Chinese Diaspora communities worldwide have ofegnithe source of much nationalist
agitation, economic vitality and drive. The Jewbhatever one may think of the Israel-
Palestinian conflict today, established the kibBggstem for cooperative industry
which sustained their pre-independence commuriti€alestine during the 1930s and
1940s with advanced techniques. The kibbutz syserame famous as it served to
enhance the fortunes of their people and madénésuirvival of Israel in its 1947-1948
independence struggle. We are well advised toheleel of the institution building
experiences of those other cultures which were @bbxercome the ravages of racism
and colonial occupation. Let us then keenly obsdearn, and then execute on that

which will assist our rise.

Wisely, in some Rastafarian communities, that bagddas already begun. Apart from
such delay, however, there is another factor itihdpprogress. It is obvious from any
cursory observation of communities associated thi¢ghtenets of Rastafarianism, that the
use of marijuana may well be the reason why olyestare not pursued in an “orderly,
rational and coordinated fashion.” While receivargaward on behalf of my law firm
from the Rastafarian based Habesha Community “Bi@ckour Roots” program in 2006,

| took pains to remind the assembly of the nobleseaof Pan Africanism espoused by the
Emperor. However, with some concern at the recagtwould receive, | stated: Unless
the community does not disassociate itself fromube and/or abuse of mind altering
substances, then they will continue to under-perfdrhe pursuit of the noble objectives
of building schools and factories cited by the aritan be successful. But there must be
clear-headed focus on learning, acquisition oftebbgy and the building of alliances.
The use of banned and/or mind altering substanbé&swdull initiative and negatively

impact ones health, is a drag on the Rastafariamumity” and will continue to inhibit

#Kibbutz: Israeli communal settlement in which all wedtheld in common and profits are reinvested
in the settlement. The first kibbutz was founde@aestine in 1909; most have since been agrielitur
Adults live in private quarters; children are getigrthoused and cared for as a group. Meals ageaped
and eaten communally. Members have regular medtindiscuss business and to take votes on matters
requiring decisions. Jobs may be assigned by oatdby choice, or by skill. The kibbutz movement
declined dramatically in the late 20th century. Bibbutzim continued to play in important role iret
tourism industry in Israel, attracting students atieer short-term residents, mostly Jews from @aers
seeking a link with the pastww.answers.com

% Glennis “Blows” Bellot the legendary Dominican Rastafarian leader andM®#anist sympathizer
who foundedlows Agro Products Ltd, along withBernard “Imani” Shaw , died of lung disease. It is
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its development mission such as noted above. n&léa are necessary in any kind of
progress, but which community desires an allianitk another perceived as
unproductive? The writer wrote of the same vision favored byemor Selassie. Sadly
communities of color everywhere, like those at $aasane, will meet with the same
setbacks continually suffered by those who haverialized and manifest a defeatist
outlook-even where their words speak of pride dndygSuch an outlook finds solace in
behavorial patterns which favor the abuse of siargd/or alcohol, an unwillingness to
effect good study habits, an unwillingness to cottminstitution building, a disdain for
success among our own kind, and a lack of commitrteelbuilding business networks.
We disregard our history of successful strugglesrimany fail to engage in worthy
enterprise or graduate from schools and univessithat homage do we pay to our
heroes, alive or dead, where they opened doayeetter opportunities? What salute do
we offer to honor the efforts of legendary leadrarsh as Dr. Eric Williams, Edward
Oliver LeBlanc, Norman Washington Manley, BookeWhshington, Thurgood
Marshall, Martin Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, - or Haile Selassie for that matter?
Not much tribute is realized, where we fail to workceasingly to perpetuate their noble

legacy.

The settlers at Shashamane are yet to make tiogérgp a beacon of productivity and
learning as the Emperor would have desired. Hag done so, the Ethiopian and other
African governments would be actively courting Réatians to invest in Africa.
However, such is not the case. |trust therelidiste for a change of approach. For
such a change to occur, all involved must makarskfassessment of “objective reality.”
As shown by cultural icons such as Bob Marley, N&3ntaine and Delmance “Rasmo”

Moses who have been cheerleaders for progresggustd human rights, Pan

commonly thought that his lung disease was a diesttlt of marijuana use. The negative effectlof al

kinds of smoking is well documented in the sciéntiferature. Neither Bellot nor Shaw were edudate
business school or equipped with the best toatsaafern commerce, though social change had made such
opportunities available to them by the time theynfded the company in the 1980s. Even today the firm

has no website, though basic information can bedanline. One can only surmise that Biews Agro
Products Ltd could have done much better where good healtrertimtisiness practices and better alliance
building by the founders could have expanded @shieand success.

4 On the cultural and artistic scene many who espansaffinity to Rastafarianism have succeeded and

gained popular acclaim and wealth. However, fevetteanslated such personal acclaim and wealth into
group success by the building of durable instihgio
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Africanism must have a positive purpose in deedmaxtely words. Both Marley,
Fontaine and Moses have pursued learning and wegevalific artists. Marley’s first
objective, once he earned sufficient income, wgautchase his own record press “Tuff

w25

Gong™” and so avoid exploitation. Many who espouse Rassafism now avoid
marijuana, are diligent about education, makeiadiin the arts and craft industry or
professions, while pursuing a healthy vegetarifstyle. They need to be emulated. Pan
Africanism then is pointless without an absoluteufe on entrepeneurship, productivity,

discipline and learning.

It must be stressed that there is no betrayalror ethere one embraces universal success
principles such as: unified effort, institution laling, rule of law and the equitable and
efficient administration of justice, archiving afi@s history, intgrity and transparency in
all dealings, and the pursuit of technology andne®. And that one must be spiritually
strong and self confident enough to wisely borrowtstechnigue and technology from
whatever source possible, without regard to creemblor. It was mindless rejection of
that principle, and indulgence in xenophobia, whiahised Idi Amin to deport the East
Indian commercial class in Uganda in the 19704eab of having Ugandans emulate
the principles which made for their prowess in caamre and the professions. His rule of
Uganda was ruinous. In Asia, the Khmer Rouge mdsanother road to ruin atop a train
of xenophobia posing as Kamphuchean nationalisray Bbught to erase the French and
other foregn influences in Cambodia by destroymsgjitutions of learning in some vain
attempt to recapture the glory days of Cambodiaiization by going back to year
zero—as if human progress is like a clock whoselbaan be reversed. The result was
misery on a scale which almost made Cambodiansax&uch is the ignoble cul de sac
arrived at when genuine disdain at the evils obo@lism is not tempered by common

sense.

It is a historic truism that societies which grepvat the confluence of great ideas, and

which do not shy away from the strength born ofrmag different competences do

% Tuff Gong, with Jamaican and international offices, contas an institution. The Company's goal is
to carry on the legacy of the late Bob Marley Oy producing music that inspires and motivates feeop

towards peace, justice and self-fuffilment
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better. Britain, while prejudice existed in itxsd structure, was the founding redoubt of
the early Pan Africanists. They found the trutterhlly, while buried amidst the stacks at
British libraries and other institutions of higHearning. Will we then appreciate that
every African country or community must see thdifexation of libraries and research
centers as key to our progress? We deny the prdfbanefit of that British heritage and
its focus on organized learning — not simply bygar the oral tradition — to our peril.
The point here is not to accept any notion ofriofeor superior races. Rather, simply,

we must embrace that which works for better.

Which takes me to Singapore’s current progresstarabnsistent embrace of that British
heritage, even where its legendary Prime Minisesz Kuan YeWw is so respectful of his
*heritage as to be considered a Chinese nationidissteadership reflects that one can
adopt the best principles in arts and science broligthe colonizer and have it serve the
best interest of the once colonized. It is of rtbeg Singapore has some of the most
draconian anti-drug laws and that the Chinese w\arlaries, as one of their first acts,
shut down the opium dens once they gained victo@®©49. Today Singapore boasts a
racially and culturally diverse population numberiour million within a compact
geography. With one person in four between the a2s and 35 an expatriate, a
diverse mix of experience, aspiration, and capgifiliel creativity. That creativity and
continued fusion has made for it to be one of tlwstrproductive and disciplined 21
Century societies. Nearer to Dominica, in theigmiVirgin Islands (Tortola, Virgin

Gorda etc.) a wise management of local interasisB common law as a favored

% ee Kuan Yew former Prime Minister of Singapore built a coyritonsidered by most to be the most
amazing post World War Il development success stdrgt tiny Singapore was able to overcome the
limitations of size, scant natural resources ahdietdivisions is credited to Lee Kuan Yew’s firmca
visionary leadership which focused on integrityeligence and drive. His bookjngapore, From Third
World to First World , should be read by all those interested in naltidexaelopment.

" Errol Walton Barrow P.C., Q.C. (1920-1987)Acclaimed as the Father of Barbados' Independence,
Errol Walton Barrow was born in the parish of Stcy on January 21, 1920. Over the 15-year period of
his Administration first as Premier and then asiérMinister ending in 1976, he was particularly
successful in securing many social changes for&#re. In December, 1939, Errol won a scholarship in
Classics to Codrington College but did not pursesé studies. Instead, he joined the Royal Air &arad
served in World War Il. He was personal navigatifficer to the Commander-in-Chief of the British
Army at the Rhine. After his stint in the RAF, Baw studied law and was called to the Bar, InnSaiirt

in 1949.
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instrument to resolve international disputes, anessed crafting of financial and
administrative offshore services have given thahi$ what is claimed to be the highest
per capita income in the world. Bermuda, Turk€4&icos, and the Cayman Islands are
all comfortable with their relations with Britainifthe most part. Their systems have
evolved from the bad old days of the plantationneeoy and slavery. An independent
nation, nearby Barbados is considered one of tktersdministered countries in the
world. Having competent leaders of integrity, iggdnce and drive early on, such as
Errol Barrow and Sir Grantley Adafisnade for much success by Barbados. Barbadians
open affinity for their British heritage may besignificance in that regard. While not
perfect, all Pan Africanists should note that lealg by blacks in those societies has not
led to ruin — as is the critique of our detractdiisat they are linked to Britain and
comfortable with such British heritage as is preéh is relevant where they are
beneficiary of due process of law principles, egyalf opportunity and an enhanced
quality of life. Today, people from all over the sbinvest in these islands and they so

benefit.

So too we must welcome such diversity to Domiroga well crafted policy of

Learning by Partnering. Located at that central point between Guadel@uyke
Martinique, North and South America, Dominica catdme a place for the confluence
of ideas and insights from East and West, NorthSouth. Dominica, can serve as a
natural hub for global business. We can have &arced lifestyle where we develop a
dedication to hard, serious work, making the couatpreferred location for business and
enterprise. If we can promote and evolve the istapdysical and information-

technology infrastructure, reliable connectivitypg@uctive relations with our Diaspora

8 Sir Grantley Adams (1898-1971), as he was popularly known, excelfehaon a scholarship in 1918
which afforded him the opportunity to attend Oxfardiversity in England pursuing studies in Classics
and Jurisprudence. Grantley Adams was admittduet®ar at Grey's Inn and functioned as a Counsel of
Her Majesty, the Queen of England. He returnedaxbBdos in 1925 and led the struggle for workers
rights, universal adult suffrage and independeSaeGrantley Adams' political life became closely
intertwined with his involvement in the labour mawent. He fought on both fronts, as a politician and
lawyer and as a trade unionist, to bring aboutacid political transformation in the Barbadosietyc

and to redress the injustices faced by the workiasgs. His fervour in representing the masses sjidie
established colonial regime was extended to hikwsra trade unionist and as President of the Basa
Workers' Union for thirteen years from 1941-1954fter many years of striving for the introductioham
independent Federal System of Government in the Iva@es, he gave up his Premiership of Barbados to
assume the position of the first (and only) Preroféhe West Indies Federation from1958-1962.
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and Africa, transparent commercial practices,asttong trade network we can attract
others to our shores. The convergence of globahtand multiculturalism stimulates
colourful variations and creativity in the Dominicanilieu. That requires that we be
strong in national purpose and confident aboutatlity to succeed, while maintaining
our dignity.

Pan Africanism, as with Carib pride, is to be chleeid as they are testaments to our
common humanity. However, these principles lostugiwhere they become reservoirs
for resentment, and yearning for some non-exigeliten era in the dim past. Yes,
Egypt and ancient African civilizations engagedliavery and man’s inhumanity to man,
is not unique to any color, class or creed. Wirtbese who profess Islam today while
committing genocide against their kinsmen in Sugdd@marfur region. The outrages they
now perpetrate are on par with the outrages ofatled Christian civilizations which

enslaved Africans in the colonial period.

Therefore, as we approach Emancipation Day 20Audgust Monday — let us dedicate
ourselves to a more nuanced Pan Africanism or nali®m; one that respects and
emulates the virtue of all the strands of humawitych comprise our national fabric. Let
our celebration be more constructive and includepoaduction of literature, the
performance of community service, exalting thosem@gnus who are enterprising and/or
deserving of the Golden Drum Awardwhile favoring exhibitions and forums which

speak to our prowess in diverse areas.

Let us be conscious of the British strand whogarim, more than any other, is reflected
in our laws, language and history. Even where tweesto recapture the rich heritage of
our Carib and African peoples, we do so using ¢tleéstcommon to British taught
scholarship. Ethnocentrism should not foster amfuesion or discomfort attendant to
that reality. Now, more than ever, we must apptediaat knowledge, like justice or
injustice, is not the unique preserve of any natAimd that our efforts to redeem Africa

need not require diminution of any other nationtsth.

*TheGolden Drum is the most prestigious award given by the Goventrof Dominica to those who
have excelled in the arts. Ophelia Marie, Gordond¢eson and many other famous Dominicans have been
awarded the Golden Drum Award.
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Dominica is the sum total of all that which wentbints founding. Conscious of that fact,
we will benefit from the wise partnerships with andestments by, others where we do
not see such investment as enslavement. In patjeué must seek such alliances which
allow for us to develop the most efficient meansiganize and make productive our
human and natural resources. Disorganizatioreih#art and soul of colonialism,
according to noted Caribbean nationalist theoigti Tim Hector and it was due to the
advanced organization of others that Africa wasquashed. Once we so organize we
will cease being haunted by our history. Our histaust spur us on to progress, not be
some psychic albatross around our necks. Let tibentearful about encouraging others
to partner with us in Dominica, or any Diaspora camity. In so doing let us make our
island, or our communities, hubs of creativity amaovation. Honest scholarship and
leadership must acknowledge and embrace the vid@sr British heritage where it has
assisted our development in organization and maoifregsproach. In so doing let us not
forget that the British heritage from which we derso much that is good and
wholesome in our culture, acquired the best thatiwaerent to Africa, Asia and the

Americas to build its strength.

Self reliance and self confidence are two essepterequisites for self development and
national development. Let us note that the acceptaha heritage grounded in victory,
not defeat, is the surest tool to self reliance selficonfidence. Self confidence and self
reliance builds trust in community and our abitbypersevere. And let us not confuse
opposition to racism with the absolute necessigmiilating superior performance.
Where we have succeeded in the past is where wedwnided such confusion, and
embraced excellence wherever we may find it. Nownwst expand beyond that British
heritage and partner, as necessary, with others\iroom we can draw added strength
and wisdom. The most progressive societies tatiayefore, are those which have been
able to seamlessly marry the universal successiples which gave Britain and the
West the edge in prior years. As we played a npéiein that history, let us see it as ours
too, and use it to benefit our forward march. Véhae are possessed of such sentiment
we shall imbue August Monday, and every conscioamant, with an energy focused

on success.
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