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Transparency Dominica Inc.
(Press Release)
"Corruption, by definition, is exclusive: it promotes the interests of the few over the many. We
must fight it wherever we find it." World Bank President, James Wolfensohn
"The OECD treaty requiring all signatories to ban international bribery was a victory for
Transparency." The Washington Post
At its inaugural meeting held on Monday May 28th, 2001 Transparency Dominica Inc (TDI)
elected a Board of Directors. The Board members are:
Thomas Letang - Chairperson
Gerald Burton - Secretary
Yvor Nassief - Treasurer
Charles Maynard
Neva Edwards
Shermaine Green-Browne
Transparency Dominica Inc is a non-governmental organization, non-profit and is a politically
non-partisan movement with an exclusive focus on corruption.
What is Corruption?
Corruption is the abuse of public office for private gain. It means that: Decisions are taken not
for the public benefit but to serve private interests.
Why fight Corruption?
Corruption hurts everyone. It deepens poverty. It distorts social and economic development, it
erodes the provision of essential public services and it undermines democracy.
The Role of Transparency Dominica Inc:
Building coalitions between social partners to strengthen integrity systems. These systems
include, for example,







Transparency and accountability in government procurement and other decision-making
An effective auditor general and ombudsperson
A free media and access to official information
A responsible business sector
An independent judiciary, investigators and prosecutors
A legislature, with power to hold public officials to account.

Why Now?
Increasingly transparency, accountability and good governance are part of the standards by
which countries and societies are judged and by which aid and investment will flow to these
countries.

Under the Cotonou Agreement, the successor to Lome, good governance has been added as a
fundamental element to complement the “essential” elements of the agreement, which are human
rights, democratic principles and respect for the rule of law.
“Serious cases of active and passive corruption” could lead to aid suspension. This does not
solely involve corruption of EDF monies, but EC financing could also be suspended if corruption
is proven in countries where the EU is financially involved and where corruption is a financial
obstacle to development.
Transparency Dominica Inc is concluding arrangements to become a chapter of Transparency
International.
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